
Child Dedication | A Guide for Parents 

What is Child Dedication?  
While a ceremony of Child Dedication isn’t necessarily found in scripture, the idea 
that we might be intentional about passing on our faith to the next generation is 
found in many places: Deuteronomy 6:5-7; Deuteronomy 4:9; Psalm 78:1-7; Psalm 127; 
Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:1-4. Child Dedication is an opportunity for you to make a 
commitment to shaping the faith of your child and to invite others to partner with you 
in your efforts. 

Child Dedication is a great milestone to introduce you to the first two of five Family 
Values: 

Widen the Circle 
Imagine the End 
Fight for the Heart 
Create a Rhythm 
Make it Personal 

Imagine the End 
When you hold your little one, it may seem so far in the future to consider who your 
child will become as an adult. 

You have about 936 weeks from birth to graduation. It goes by quickly! You have 
more opportunity than anyone else to shape the faith of your child. Imagining what 
they might be like as an adult can motivate you to use your incredible influence to 
make the most of those weeks. Child Dedication serves as your launching point to 
make that commitment. 

The point is this:  
When we realize how much time we have, we tend to use the time more 
intentionally. 

It’s a moment in time where we’ll ask you to make two commitments: 
Do you declare your desire to dedicate yourselves and your child to the Lord? 
Do you present your child before God, saying that whatever God might want your 
child to do or to be, you are willing to release him/her to God’s perfect plan? 

Widen the Circle 
As part of Child Dedication, parents select other trusted adults to live and speak the 
gospel into the life of their child. We call them the Core Community.  
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In short, this means you’re calling upon them to: 

• Support you as parent(s) in parenting 
• Show up consistently, randomly and intentionally for this child.  

• What do we mean by consistently? Have a standing date with the family, check 
in when you see the child at church, etc. In short, be a regular in their life. 

• What do we mean by randomly? Show up at recitals, birthday parties, games, 
for an ice cream date on “just a Tuesday”, etc. 

• What do we mean by intentionally? Make a point of being a blessing through 
word, action, prayer, etc. 

• Set an example to this family in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity (1 
Timothy 4:12) 

We’d like to recognize your Core Community in your upcoming Child Dedication. 
There, we’ll ask them to make the following commitment: 
- Do you commit to support this family in parenting, to show up for this child 

consistently, randomly and intentionally and to set an example in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity? 

We’ll also ask the members of our local church to make the following commitment 
to your family: 
- Do you commit to be a community to this family, to celebrate the diversity they 

bring to us, to demonstrate generosity toward them, to serve this family in love, to 
live out and teach them God’s word, pointing them to Jesus that they might be 
transformed, and to worship God with them? 

FAQs 

Who should participate in Child Dedication? 
Members of Sugar Grove who want to dedicate themselves and their child to the 
Lord and are willing to commit to present their child to God, trusting He has a perfect 
plan for them. 

How do I choose our Core Community? 
Consider those people who are already a part of your life. Consider people who you 
admire the ways they follow Jesus. 

Can a single parent participate in Child Dedication? 
Absolutely! We know that single parents do double-duty and we would love to 
support you in your commitment to raising adults who follow Jesus.  

What does the Child Dedication include? 
We’ll run a short video from photos and the blessing you provide for us while you join 
the NextGen Minister on stage. Your family will be introduced to the congregation 

Child Dedication | A guide for Parents



and a few comments will be made about what it means to dedicate a child. Your 
Core Community will be invited to join you on the stage and will be recognized. You’ll 
be asked to two commitments, followed by the Core Community commitment and 
finally, the church will be asked for their commitment. Lastly, we’ll pray a blessing 
over your child. 

I’m ready to commit. What do you need from me? 
1. Your preferred date to celebrate during Worship Service 
2. A few details about your family so we can honor you well 
3. 30-35 photos of your child 
4. Your child’s full name, date of birth, birth weight and length 
5. A written blessing (approximately 150 words) - optional 
6. An audio recording of your written blessing 
7. The names and email addresses of your selected Core Community 
8. The names of those you would like to join you on stage 

You can provide this information through our Child Dedication Registration Form.
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